PROBLEMS OF POWER
Minister, M. Hanotaux. To revert to this old method to-day would not be to reconstruct Europe; it would be to shatter Europe. Destruction of either one of the present groups would instantly be followed by a general war. This is why the " European Concert/' in the old sense of the word, is possible only at the price of war.
The Triple Entente, if it has learned anything from the events of the last ten years, will certainly have learned to say : " United we stand, divided we fall.3' It must henceforth act in one spirit and as one agent. When, having solved their own several domestic problems, its partners proceed to draw up a plan of common action, they can give Germany every assurance that Power may require of their willingness to see her obtain any reasonable place in the sun on which she may have set her heart. International business may be allowed to proceed unhampered by any other restrictions than those established by each self-respecting nation in the defence of its own national integrity. Russia and Germany may work out, with no risk to the Entente, all the legitimate consequences of the arrangements of Potsdam. France and Germany may, to their common advantage, conclude the consortium of Ouenza, an arrangement of immense advantage to the great French colony of Algeria, and to the more than ever indispensable naval station of Bizerta.1 And England may say to the successor of Baron Marschall von Bieberstein: " Since you and your government at last know where we stand, there is no longer any reason why we should not come to terms over certain little matters that still await solution."
Fresh from inspection of the Krupp works at Essen, Sir Robert Hadfield, F.R.S., former President of the Iron and
1 The appointment of M. Jonnart, ex-Governor-General of Algeria, to the post of Foreign Minister in the Briand Cabinet of January, 1913, is an earnest of the rapid realization of the long-deferred Franco-German arrangement for the exploitation of the Ouenza mines, and of the construction of a railway system which will further the development of an extensive region of North Africa.